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Dave Teuschler from Devil Mountain Nursery was a our 
speaker for August.   It’s always a treat to have Dave share 
his knowledge and love of trees with us.    
 
He started with a discussion on air root pruning pots.  
Plants, especially trees, grown in a system that u lizes air 
root pruning in the early stages of nursery produc on are 
far more likely to succeed in the landscape. When these 
containers are u lized in the ini al liner plan ng through 5 
gallon growing process, well‐structured root balls are 
formed, elimina ng girdling and circling roots, resul ng in a 
plant that is more vigorous and healthy, grows faster as it is 
moved into larger containers (since roots are not disturbed 
in the upsizing process), and demonstrates be er long term 
performance.  
 

Dave shared a variety of the “trees for changing climates” 
with us during the mee ng.  Here are few favorites.  
 

Angophora costata | Smooth Barked Apple  
Na ve to Australia, this evergreen 
tree has an upright and spreading 
habit. Gray bark exfoliates to reveal 
rusty‐red layers underneath. Leaves 
are lanceolate, and lustrous dark 
green. Small white flowers in sum‐
mer.  
Landscape uses: specimen  
USDA zones: 8‐11 | Sunset zones: 4‐
24 | Mature Size: 25‐75' H x 25‐35' W 
| Light needs: full sun | Water needs: 

moderate | Current Sizes Available: 15g | 24" | 36" 
 

Eucalyptus prava | Orange Gum  
Na ve to Australia, this evergreen tree 
has an upright and spreading habit. 
Gray bark exfoliates to reveal rusty‐red 
layers underneath. Leaves are lanceo‐
late, and lustrous dark green. Small 
white flowers in summer.  
Landscape uses: specimen  
USDA zones: 10‐12 | Sunset zones: 15‐
24 | Mature Size: 25‐65' H x 20‐30' W | 
Light needs: full sun | Water needs: low 

| Current Sizes Available: 15g | 24" | 36" 

Eucalyptus spathulata | Swamp Mallee  
An evergreen Australian na ve tree with 
gracefully arching, slender trunks lined 
with smooth red bark that exfoliates to 
reveal white underneath. Shiny, grayish 
green leaves are linear & held at branch 

ps. Creamy golden yellow flowers in 
summer, followed by fruits. Highly salt 
tolerant.  
Landscape uses: screen  

USDA zones: 9‐11 | Sunset zones: 16‐24 | Mature Size: 25‐40' H x 
15‐20' W | Light needs: full sun | Water needs: low  
Current Sizes Available: 15g | 24" 
 

Eucalyptus torquata | Coral Gum  
A small evergreen tree with a narrow 
columnar habit. Foliage is light green to 
yellowish‐green, and reddish flower buds 
burst open to reveal coral red & yellow 
blooms throughout the year.  
Landscape uses: shade tree, specimen  
USDA zones: 8‐10 | Sunset zones: 5, 6, 8‐
24 | Mature Size: 20‐30' H x 15‐30' W | 
Light needs: full sun to part shade | Wa‐
ter needs: low |Current Sizes Available: 
15g | 24"  
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Quercus engelmannii | Engelmann Oak, Mesa Oak  
A moderately fast growing evergreen tree 
with a rounded, spreading form. Light 
grayish‐brown bark is furrowed and scaly, 
the trunk becomes more gnarled & twist‐
ed with age. Leaves are oblong to ovate, 
bluish‐green, and leathery. Insignificant 
spring flowers are followed by mid‐sized 
acorns.  
Landscape uses: specimen, street tree  

USDA zones: 9‐11 | Sunset zones: 16‐24 | Mature Size: 25‐40' H 
x 15‐20' W | Light needs: full sun | Water needs: low  
Current Sizes Available: 15g | 24" | 36" | 48" | 60" | 72"  
 

Quercus gambelii | Gambel Oak, Rocky Mountain 
White Oak  

Deciduous tree na ve to Western US. 
Characteris c, rough light grayish‐brown 
bark. Leaves are deep green with 
whi sh, hairy undersides. Wonderful fall 
color pale e of golden yellow, orange, 
and red. One inch, egg shaped acorns 
appear in late summer to early fall.  
USDA zones: 3‐9 | Sunset zones: 1‐3, 
10| Mature Size: 15‐30' H x W | Light 
needs: full sun to part shade | Water 
needs: low to moderate |Current Sizes 

Available: 15g | 24" | 36" 
 

Quercus hypoleucoides | Silverleaf Oak  
A small evergreen oak tree with a 
rounded crown of leathery, lance‐
shaped leaves. Foliage is light green 
with striking, silvery‐white undersides. 
Golden‐brown acorns are present dur‐
ing spring and provide a source of food 
for local wildlife.  
Landscape uses: screen  
USDA zones: 7‐9 | Sunset zones: 4‐9,16‐

22 | Mature Size: 20‐30' H x W | Light needs: full sun to part sun 
| Water needs: low to moderate | Current Sizes Available: 15g | 
24" | 36" | 48" 
 

Quercus rugosa | Netleaf Oak  
An evergreen tree with a broad, co‐
lumnar form. Obovate leaves are 
leathery, lustrous, & dark green. The 
edges of each leaf curve under, this 
feature combined with prominent ve‐
na on gives the tree its common 
name. Scaly acorns emerge in fall. Bark 
is silvery brown & exfoliates with age. 

Extremely cold hardy. Na ve to Mexico.  
Landscape uses: screen  
USDA zones: 9‐11 | Sunset zones: 16‐24 | Mature Size: 25‐40' H 
x 15‐20' W | Light needs: full sun | Water needs: low  
Current Sizes Available: 15g | 24" | 36" | 48" | 60" | 72" 
  

Quercus oblongifolia | Mexican Blue Oak  
Evergreen oak tree common in open 
woodlands, foothills, and canyons of 
Southwest US. Deep grayish blue leaves 
are leathery, and populate a broad and 
open canopy. Bark is deeply fissured and 
grayish brown. Inconspicuous flowers 
bloom in May, followed by acorns.  
Landscape uses: specimen  
USDA zones: 8‐10 | Sunset zones: 5, 6, 8
‐24 | Mature Size: 20‐30' H x 15‐30' W | 
Light needs: full sun to part shade | Wa‐

ter needs: low | Current Sizes Available: 15g | 24" | 36"  
 

Quercus tomentella | Island Oak  
An evergreen tree with a variable form, 
depending on loca on. Bark becomes 
scaly and darker grayish‐brown with age. 
Shiny, dark green leaves are oval shaped 
with prominent vena on and toothed, 
rolled under edges. Inconspicuous fe‐
male and male catkins yield acorns. Na‐

ve to the Channel Islands of California. 
Thrives in moist condi ons.  

Landscape uses: erosion control, hedge, screen  
USDA zones: 8‐10 | Sunset zones: 14‐17, 19‐24 | Mature Size: 18
‐50' H x 15‐25' W | Light needs: full sun to part shade | Water 
needs: low to moderate | Current Sizes Available: 15g | 24" | 
36" | 48" | 60" | 72" 
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T he cork oak is a member of the Fagaceae family and is 
na ve to Southern Europe and Northwestern Africa.   

The botanical name “Quercus suber” is derived from the La n 
words: “Quercus” for oak tree and “suber” for cork. 
 
This is a medium‐sized evergreen tree that can reach a height 
of 40 to 50 feet with a spreading canopy up to 60 feet wide. It 
can live for more than 200 years. 
 
The trunk is very unusual looking, with a light grayish‐brown 
thick layer of spongy bark with ver cal fissures that are white 
on the outside and reddish‐brown on the inside. The trunk is 
the main characteris c feature of this tree. 
 
In some countries like Spain, Portugal and Morocco where 
very large forests of cork oak exist, this tree is grown for the 
sole purpose of producing, harves ng and commercially sell‐
ing cork which is a natural product used to make wine bo le 
stoppers as well as all types of flooring, insula on, and 
household ar cles. 
 
The harves ng of the cork begins when the tree is about 20 
years old and con nues in intervals of 9 to 10 years. This is 
done by making a cut to the layer of bark that covers the 
trunk and stripping it away. This does not kill the tree or 
cause any damage to it. A er the stripping is done the trunk 
looks smooth and reddish brown then turns darker and starts 
growing another layer of bark. This process con nues for 
more than 100 years. 
 
The leaves are alternate, ovate, serrated, and glossy dark 
green on the top. Also, the leaves are very pale gray with dis‐

nct hairy veins underneath.  

The acorns of the cork oak are oblong with beau ful cream‐
colored frilly caps that cover as much as one third of the 
acorns. 
 
Once established the cork oak is considered drought‐tolerant 
but can benefit from occasional deep watering. It does well in 
most types of soil with good drainage and prefers full sun but 
can tolerate some shade. 
 
The cork oak in California is grown as an ornamental tree, 
and requires a larger parkway/cutout of 7‐feet. It can be 
planted as a street tree, in a park or in one’s garden with am‐
ple space. Damage to the sidewalks from its roots is minimal. 
Pest to worry about are root diseases, California oak worm 
and the polyphagous shot hole borer (PSHB).  When using 
mulch, please make sure to keep it away from the tree trunk 
and redirect your sprinkler heads away from the trunk. Using 
drip irriga on is the preferred solu on to watering trees. 
Lastly, never put decora ve arroyo boulders or stones under‐
neath the tree as this tends to cause compac on to the soil 
and keep it very moist which is not a good thing for any tree 
and especially not the oak species. 
 
On a side note, I was fortunate to grow up near one of the 
largest cork oak forests in the world called the Mamora For‐
est, outside of Rabat, the Capital of Morocco. I have very 
fond memories of piling up in the family car every Sunday to 
go for a picnic underneath these remarkable trees and sur‐
rounded by carpets of beau ful flowers. 
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Great	Trees	of	the	LA/OC	‐	Emina	Darakjy	
Cork Oak  ~ Quercus suber 

To order a copy of the third edi on of “Street Trees Recommended for Southern California”, visit our website at 

www.stree reeseminar.com, or call Heather at 714.639.6516 



Southern	California	Invasive	Wildland	and	Urban	Tree	
Pests	Webinar	

STS NEWS  ‐ September/October                          page 4 

Descrip on: 
Invasive insects have been causing significant impacts and threats to several tree species in Southern California 
wildland, urban and agricultural landscapes. Land managers, urban planners, landscape designers, tree care profession‐
als, u lity workers, growers and other stakeholders for public, tribal and private proper es should be aware of current 
insect pest distribu on, con nued threats, and management strategies to reduce or mi gate the impacts. This webinar 
will provide updates on invasive tree pest infesta on distribu on, the latest integrated pest management strategy rec‐
ommenda ons, regulatory status, and ongoing monitoring and research projects. 
 

Date:   Wednesday, December 7th, 2022   
Time:   1:00 ‐ 4:30 PM 
Where: Virtual Workshop ‐ Zoom 
Con nuing Educa on Credits (in applica on): 
CA Department of Pes cide Regula on (DPR) ‐ 3 hours 
Western Chapter Interna onal Arboriculture Society (WCISA) ‐ 2 hours 
Registra on: FREE but registra on requested. 
Contact Informa on: 
Heidi Holmquist, hholmquist@ucanr.edu / Jan Gonzales, jggonzales@ucanr.edu 
Download Agenda at h ps://ucanr.edu/sites/cetest/files/374495.pdf 
Registra on link h ps://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=39311  

STS	at	the	CaUFC	Conference	

STS Past President and current CaUFC President, 
Emina Darakjy represen ng at the 2022 CaUFC 
Conference.  Thanks Emina for all you do.  

Interested in serving on the Board of  Street 
Tree Seminar?   It’s me for nomina ons.    

Contact Past President, Emina Darakjy to get 
involved.  

Email ‐ emina@earthlink.net  
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Next	Meeting	‐	October	27th	
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Rachel Malarich 
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MAILING ADDRESS 
Street Tree Seminar, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6415 
Anaheim, CA  92816-6415 

www.streettreeseminar.com 
714/639-6516 

 

Meeting	Schedule	2022/23	

Oct 27  Trees of the World w/ Donald Hodel  Eldorado Park 
        Long Beach, CA 
Dec 15  STS Scholarship Awards/Officer Installa on  Cal Poly Agriscapes 
        Pomona, CA 
Feb TBD  Winter WTMS     TBD 
 
March 16 General Mee ng     TBD 
 
May 18  General Mee ng     TBD 
 

Interested in hos ng a program in your community?  We are interested in hearing from you! 
Contact heather@stree reeseminar.com 

Industry	Events	

“To provide a forum for 
professionals to share their 
experience, knowledge and 
exper se for the benefit of the 
membership and the 
enhancement of Southern 
California’s Urban Forest”. 

MISSION  

“To enhance the health and 

beauty of Southern California’s 

Urban Forest”.  

VISION 

Street Tree Seminar is your 
Los Angeles / Orange 

County Regional 
 Forest Council  

 

Nov 4  The Bri on Fund presents Research you can use  
  Www.wcisa.net ‐ Cypress Lawn Arboreetum, Colma, CA 
 
Dec 7  Urban Deforesta on: What Do We Know & What Can We Do?   
  www.wcisa.net ‐ on Zoom     
         
Dec 7  Southern California Invasive Wildland and Urban Tree Pests Webinar 
  h ps://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=39311  
 
Dec 16  WCISA Pest Fest 
  www.wcisa.net ‐on Zoom 
 
Jan 13  Western Tree Failure Database Mee ng  
  www.wcisa.net ‐ Dominican University, San Rafael, CA 


