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A bimonthly publica on of Street Tree Seminar
Your Los Angeles/Orange County Regional Forest Council

WTMS Winter 2021– Trees in Crisis
In response to the COVID 19 pandemic, we con nue to hold our mee ngs online in lieu of in‐person mee ngs.

Our Winter 2021 WTMS was held virtually due to continuing COVID-19 safety precautions.

through policies, health
and fear that you’ll have to
look at consolidating resources from other divisions or sections of your
organization and crosstraining them.

We opened with a welcome by Rose Epperson and then
our STS Vice President Lucas Mitchell introduced our first
speaker, Paul Johnson, from the Texas Forest Service
“Breakdown of the Commons: public vs private.”
After some technical
difficulties we watched
The Commons video
that talked about the
connection between
trees and human/public
health.
A great resource for information about trees,
community, and health
is Healthy Trees Healthy lives https://
healthytreeshealthylives.org/about
Paul Johnson, Texas Forest Service

The responsible use of “common” resources for the benefit
of the overall community is necessary. Trees are essential,
therefore we as tree care professionals are essential. Vegetation diversity protects against childhood asthma. This
came as a result of a large New Zealand birth cohort. City
budgets for trees and vegetation need to increase to make
an impact.

Dean Rodia, Retired City of



Form a plan of action to
Rancho Cucamonga
continue to provide this
service. Set a list of priorities that take into consideration available personnel, funds, realistic response times
and levels of health & safety. Present it to your organizations leadership and get their support and backing.
This will go a long way towards having your backs
when the calls come in.



Make sure you’re communicating your plan of operation to your customers. Be honest and realistic in your
communication because every organization that performs a service or provides a product is going through
the same thing to keep functioning.

Next, STS Treasurer Rachel Malarich led us in to our
break out sessions. We broke into 5 groups for round-table
style discussions about COVID and the workplace. Questions for thought were 1. How has COVID affected your
work in regard to each of the topics? 2. What changes have
you made as a result? 3. What positive changes are you
In 2019 Texas valued it’s urban and community forestry at seeing?
5 billion dollars. It held 50,000 jobs in the economy.
Our next speaker was Kim Corella– CalFIRE- “How
“Trees are Key” with Paul Johnson is available on iTunes, Pests Move During a Pandemic” Kim’s key points were:
Spotify, and goggle play, weekly podcast to help listeners
better care for their trees, with weekly tree highlights and  Don’t move firewood.
upcoming tree related events around the state.
 Collaboration and partner-

Our next speaker was Dean Rodia, retired from the City
of Rancho Cucamonga. Dean’s topic was “Caring for
Trees during COVID”. He provided some great takeaway messages, including:

ships are fundamental.

 Interactions and conversations with each other spark new
Kim Corella ‐ CalFIRE
and innovative ideas.

Whether it’s a public or private organization COVID
has provided us with a very challenging environment to  There can never be enough education and outreach.
perform a service-oriented operation.
 The unintentional introduction can be the most destruc Personnel (skilled and knowledgeable) to provide a
tive.
tree maintenance and care operation has become scarce


Con nued page 2
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WTMS Continued
After our break, Dr. Igor Lacan from UCANR spoke on  There are different watering strategies for new trees
and mature trees.
“How Trees Recover from Drought”.
Igor discussed a
tree recovery
program, and
different needs
for new versus
mature trees.
There needs to
be more emphaDr. Igor Lacan, UCANR
sis on the importance and
benefits of water. The heat and droughts affects trees
and water. Drought is the new normal, and the need for
local water is essential.



You must explain both the need and benefits, and
watering techniques to civilians.

Trees recover from drought.


Trees have been shown to evolve with periodic
droughts.



Resilience= resistance + recovery (+ adaptation).



Can we predict which trees will recover? (Not yet).



Heat makes conditions much worse for trees.

The next speaker was Francisco Escobedo, LA Urban
Center Resident Social Scientist with the USFS LA
Trees use water for turgor, transporting solutes and pho- Urban Center in Los Angeles. Francisco’s key takeaway points:
tosynthesis. Energy is used for defense, repair, and
growth. If the hydraulic system and photosynthetic ma-  Despite the information out there, there is still a
chine are damaged and if the damage is bad enough, it
need to identify what it is people like/dislike from
will die from an embolism, from loss of water conductrees in their specific communities.
tion. That would take 60-80% of embolised vessels. The
 All of us need to learn to adapt to and be ready for
stomates close and gas exchange stops. The hydraulic
changing climates, politics, demographics and unexsystem, or xylem is damaged. There is also no transporpected emergencies (COVID, wildfires)
tation. The stomates may be permanently damaged. Photosynthesis is then cut off. Water deficit in trees produc-  Arborists and urban foresters need a centralized go
es undersized growth and reduction in growth.
to place for science-based information on trees
Recovery uses energy reserves. Continuous or extended  Need to adopt and test
droughts are bad for the tree’s health. If you add heat
practices from elsethere will be more water demand and water evaporation
where before applying
in the soil. Both make recovery more difficult for trees.
them here in CA
It is hard to really predict recovery from drought. (Post
drought condition). Slow recovery shows adaptation to Next up was round 2 of our
breakout sessions. Lead in
these conditions.
questions 1. What are the
Drought will always be very hot. There has been a rekey research needs for
Francisco Escobedo, USFS
duction in rainfall in the last 50 years. We need to plan Southern California in
long term for hotter, droughtier climate. One thing that terms of urban forestry
can be done is changing the tree pallete, which can be
(e.g., questions , problems, ideas where little to no infordone by optimizing the planting site and maybe new
mation exists)? 2. What kinds of science-based inforwater sources.
mation do you need and in what format? 3. Has herbiOptimize water, repair irrigation systems, or change the cide damage increased in your community? 4. What’s
being done to lessen herbicide damage? 5. How has
turf. Irrigate each tree appropriately by using the least
amount of water. Reducing irrigation reduces heat island COVID changed the trees in your community? 6. What
cooling. A possible new source may be grey water. Re- will trees “need” in the future?
cycled water is always available. Water is essential for STS Treasurer, Rachel Malarich, wrapped up our day.
trees to be able to recover from drought. Over watering The attendees enjoyed the opportunity to break into the
is common. 300-400 gallons of water a year for a large, smaller discussion groups. Not only sharing their expemature tree is average. To recap:
riences but getting ideas from their peers on how to
combat the changes that are brought about by external
Trees need water!
forces. The end result - how to best manage our urban
 Not that much, but they do.
forest.
 Water is integral to urban tree benefits.
Another great symposium in the books!
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Trees of the LA Arboretum– by Don Hodel

O

ur March gathering was a wonderful virtual tour of
the flowering trees at the LA Arboretum by Donald
Hodel. The Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic
Garden in Arcadia, known to most as simply The Arboretum, is a world-class collec on of expertly documented and
curated, primarily woody plants from nearly all corners of
the world. One of the preeminent botanical ins tu ons in
the United States if not the world, it is par cularly famous
for its diverse collec on of Australian plants and other special es include plants from Asia, Mexico, Africa, Madagascar, the Caribbean, and the Americas as well as specific
groups of plants, such as figs (Ficus), palms, and cycads.
The site of The Arboretum has a long and complex history.
As long as 3,000 years ago it was a homesite for some of
California’s first peoples because of a year-round, natural
source of water. In 1771 the not-too-distant Mission San
Gabriel was established, which encompassed the site of
The Arboretum. In 1840, Hugo Reid received a land grant
for Rancho Santa Anita and built an adobe on the property.
“Lucky” Baldwin bought the Rancho in 1875 and added
other structures, including a house. In 1936, Harry Chandler purchased the Rancho and subdivided and developed most of it.

Another group of spectacular flowering trees The Arboretum has promoted includes the pink and yellow trumpet
trees or tabs (Handroanthus heptaphyllus, H. chrysotrichus,
and H. umbellatus, all formerly in Tabebuia). Indeed, the
late Arboretum gardener George Lewis developed the apricot trumpet tree or tab (Handroanthus × lewisii), making a
hybrid between the pink H. heptaphyllus and the yellow H.
umbellatus.
A few other noteworthy trees at
The Arboretum that put on spectacular floral displays include the
red silk co on tree (Bombax ceiba), the forest elder (Nuxia floribunda), the ibirá-pitá
(Peltophorum dubium), and
whitebark senna (Senna spectabilis).

The Arboretum is even home to
one of the largest and most nor- Bombax ceiba
therly, wild, natural popula ons
of mesa or Engelmann oak (Quercus engelmannii) and is
ac vely protec ng and enhancing its popula on, collec ng
seeds, germina ng them, and then plan ng out the seedIn 1947, at the urging of tree aficiona- lings near or under the individual trees from which the
seeds were originally collected.
do Samuel Ayres, California and Los
Angeles County purchased the area
Despite its reputa on as a world-class collec on of trees
around the Baldwin house for the esand other woody plants and as an educa onal and retablishment of The Arboretum. Today
search center, external forces o en move against The Arit has over 5,000 trees represen ng
boretum, including an ill-advised plan to destroy five acres
over 1,000 species and has served as
of the Australian sec on for a seasonal water reten on
the site for many Western Chapter ISA
basin and annual municipal threats to reduce its water usand Street Tree Seminar educa onal
Bombax ceiba
age to unreasonable levels. Huh? Last me I checked most
events and field days.
plants need water to live and thrive.
The Arboretum is well knowns for its flowering trees, inNonetheless, The Arboretum con nues
cluding several species, hybrids, and
in its role of tree introduc on, preservacul vars it developed and/or champion, research, and educa on. Check it
oned for the Southern California landout. There is always something surprising
scape. Among these are the floss silk
and interes ng to see and appreciate at
trees (Ceiba speciosa, formerly Chorisia
The Arboretum.
speciosa), including its cul vars
Our thanks to Don for sharing these
‘Arcadia’, ‘LASCA Beauty’, ‘Los Angeles
beau es with us.
Beau ful’, and ‘September Splendor’.
Ceiba speciosa
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Scholarship Essay– by Gustavo Luken
Hello, my old friend .. As I made my way closer to you, I could
not help but no ce that you are older now and many parts of
you are missing, you stand there, displaying your beau ful
colors and features. I cannot help but smile because I remember the beau ful memories that we share.

shade in the summer that can make a temperature diﬀeren al
of five to fi een degrees. Most importantly. they help reduce
"the heat island eﬀect" and shade structures and reflect radiaon from the sun, thus releasing moisture into the atmosphere.

To many, when they think about the importance of urban
street trees, they solely consider aesthe cally pleasing elements. However, for others like myself, trees can have sen mental significance. When I see that weeping fig around the
comer, I smile at the memories of my siblings and me, playing in the branches of that tree. A few more streets over, I
no ce the large Eucalyptus tree where my friends and I
would play on a makeshi swing. Finally, making my way
back home, I spot an old friend, a large Sycamore tree. Although it looks frail and is missing many of its branches, it
stands out with its rich green leaves and its coarse bark. It
was underneath this tree where I would play with my friends,
and it was here where I shared my first kiss. For some, street
trees are only a rac ve to look at or they have sen mental
importance. However, street trees are more valuable than
that because of their benefits to the environment.

Moreover, trees are essen al in urban areas because, during
rainstorms, a tree can absorb as much as sixty percent precipita on through its leaves and root system, therefore preven ng
water runoﬀ or flooding in these areas. Trees also add value to
homes and surrounding businesses, conceal power lines, and
are a source of security for people walking alongside city
streets as they can stop a motorist from striking an individual.
Finally, for many of us, trees are not only important because of
their aesthe c value. They are significant because they help to
combat urban environmental challenges, and they are essenal in helping us create lifelong memories.

Trees play a cri cal role in increasing biodiversity as they help
reduce pollutants such as carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides,
and par culate ma er. Trees found along city streets,
homes, and shopping centers absorb pollutants in the air and
subsequently convert the gas into breathable oxygen. They
also prove to be vital as their canopy provides much-needed

Gustavo Luken, 2020 Scholarship Awardee

STS May Meeting - May 20, 2021
Join us May 20th as James Komen discusses the ANSI 300- “Wielding
the A300 Standards: The Shield and the Sword”
The ANSI A300 Standards are a documenta on of what industry stakeholders can agree upon within the
context of the ANSI approval process. When wielded correctly, they can form powerful legal weaponry to
use both defensively and oﬀensively. Learn how to limit your liability when performing risk assessments by
following the mandatory requirements. Learn how to avoid oﬀensive strategies by plain ﬀs that a ack
insuﬃciency of inspec ons, reports, and pruning prac ces. This presenta on emphasizes the prac cal applicability of the standards to everyday arboricultural prac ce. The focus is on Part 1: Pruning, and Part 9:
Risk Assessment, but from the start, it makes clear that requirements in each of these sec ons are applicable to even those who do not perform pruning or perform risk assessment.

Sign up online @ streettreeseminar.com
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MEETING SCHEDULE 2021
PRESIDENT
George Olekszak
Tree Pros
15077 La Palma Dr
Chino, CA 91710
909/548-0033

May 20

STS May General Mee ng
“Wielding the A300 Standards: The Shield and the Sword”

online

July 22

WTMS Summer Symposium
“Right Tree Right Place Right Results”

online

PAST PRESIDENT
Emina Darakjy
1044 Prospect Blvd
Pasadena, CA 91103
626/792-0586

Aug 20

STS August General Mee ng
online
“Managing Risk to Promote a Safe and Healthy LA/OC Urban Forest”*
*complimentary thanks to the CaUFC Cool Parks project!

Oct 21

STS October General Mee ng

TBD

Dec 16

STS Scholarship Awards/Oﬃcer Installa on

TBD

VICE PRESIDENT
Lucas Mitchell
City of Rancho Cucamonga
8794 Lion Street
RC, CA 91730
909/477-2730

Interested in hos ng a program in your community? We are interested in hearing from you!
Contact heather@stree reeseminar.com

SECRETARY
Adrian Sanchez
City of Los Angeles
1149 S. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213/847-3070
TREASURER
Rachel Malarich
City of Los Angeles
1149 S. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213/365-7400
DIRECTORS
Dawn Fluharty
Arborjet
99 Blueberry Hill Rd
Londonderry, NH 01801
650/879-9622
Ashlyn Pouvaranukoah
arbormark, inc.
356 W Longden Ave
Arcadia, CA 91007
Alex Lopez
LA Conservation Corps
1020 S Fickett St
Los Angeles, CA 90023
213/944-1078
MEMBERSHIP
Rachel Malarich
213/365-7400
SCHOLARSHIP
Al Remyn
714/538-3821
MAILING ADDRESS
Street Tree Seminar, Inc.
P.O. Box 6415
Anaheim, CA 92816-6415
www.streettreeseminar.com
714/639-6516

INDUSTRY EVENTS
Street Tree Seminar, Inc. remains fully opera onal at this me. We have shi ed our team members to
working remotely following the guidelines of global health oﬃcials, but all associa on work is con nuing.
Some of our support services will be opera ng on reduced hours in order to focus on business con nuity
and opera ons. At this me, most face to face events have been cancelled or postponed due to COVID19 pandemic guidelines. There are many web based op ons available as well. We will share those as
o en as possible. Stay connected on our FaceBook page
May 4
May 5
June 2
June 7

PTCA– Update on Palm Diseases & Pests
www.ptcaosd.wildapricot.org
Tree Water Rela ons in Response to Climate Change
www.wcisa.net
Technology for the Consultant, Climber, and Company
www.wcisa.net
WCISA 2021 Annual Conference
www.wcisa.net

Online
Online
Online

VISION

MISSION
“To provide a forum for
professionals to share their
experience, knowledge and
exper se for the benefit of the
membership and the
enhancement of Southern
California’s Urban Forest”.

Online

“To enhance the health and
beauty of Southern California’s
Urban Forest”.

Street Tree Seminar is your
Los Angeles / Orange
County Regional
Forest Council

