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STS NEWSLETTER
A bimonthly publica on of Street Tree Seminar
Your Los Angeles/Orange County Regional Forest Council
WESTERN TREE MANAGEMENT SYMPOSIUM SUMMER RECAP– BY LUCAS MITCHELL
2019 Summer WTMS was held at Kellogg West on the Cal Poly Pomona Campus.

S

treet Tree Seminar had quite the seminar
at Kellogg west last month. STS received
a lot of posi ve feedback from several a endees.
Our audience was made of arborists, green industry enthusiasts, and professionals from both municipali es and private sectors.
Kicking oﬀ the show a er announcements was
Carla Short sharing her struggles and accomplishments managing the urban forest in the City of
San Francisco. It was very interes ng to hear her
and her staﬀ’s approach to obtaining the a enon as well as funding of their own city council by
pu ng Street tree responsibility on residents. What also
caught the a en on of the
audience was the way the
funding was split up amongst
several tree care professionals including giving local
small businesses an opportunity to par cipate in the
improvement of their community.

Walt Warriner had a tough act to follow Carla into
the morning. Walt spoke of incorpora ng tree
preserva on into the planning process of community improvements abroad. He shared his views
on iden fying trees that would be worth preserving either in their current loca ons, or possibly
being re-located on projects that are new developments or re-developments. He also spoke of
addressing ‘less desirable’ trees that maybe be er
oﬀ replaced than preserved. From here he talked
about ‘selling’ this to city council within the
planning process to help assure the mindfulness of contractors and their willingness to do
their best in the preservaon process during demoli ons, grading, developments, etc. Walt

She addressed many similar
challenges with tree health
care that many municipal arSTS President Emina Darakjy welcomes attendees.
borists see daily.

Next up was a young lady
who had traveled down
form the eastern Sierras,
Bri any Dyer, represen ng Forests to Faucets. She reminded the
audience of the importance of our natural
forests and the role they
play in water shed to civi(Con nued on page 2)
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liza on and to our faucets. She shared with us
the organiza ons GIS mapping of US forests and
the contribu on they provide to the surface area
of our useable water. Her presenta on had very
li le on urban forestry, however the subject
ma er ﬁt right in to the days program with our
overall “survival plan.”
Last speaker before lunch was an hour-long
presenta on by Chris Falco of West Coast Arborists. His presenta on of ‘Your Brain on Trees’ was
nothing short of interes ng. Chris is a great speaker to begin with and his subject ma er captured
the audience with interes ng case study results,
humor, and the eﬀect trees and forests have on
our brains and emo ons. Much of the audience
already had a good insight of the posi ve eﬀects
to be amongst trees and forests, however Chris’
unique approach made for a very fun and interes ng presenta on that le the audience talking
about FRACTALS in nature and art for the remainder of the day.

Dr. Beatriz Nobua‐Behrman, Emina Darakjy, and Dr. Igor
Lacan

A er lunch Dr. Beatriz Nobua-Behrman, from the
University of California Coopera ve Extension
gave us some very valuable updates on old pests.
She not only shared with us the variance of local
shot hole bores and the damages they create
throughout our urban forests, but also some ideas on mi ga on. She emphasized on iden fying
the levels of infec on within individual trees and
focusing on how to beneﬁt our forests with approach and eradica on.
Lastly Dr. Igor Lacan, also of University of California Extension, shared his views and studies of
global warming and how to be er plan our urban
forests. Among many subjects and approaches, his
sugges on of looking at tree species that are successful in communi es which are 10*-15* warmer
than our own, and choosing to start using these
species now, was one of his most memorable foci.

Carla Short, Brittany Dyer, Emina Darakjy, Walter Warriner
and Cris Falco.

Overall the seminar was a success with a variety of
speakers and subject tying in well and complimen ng each other’s topics.
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COMMUNITREE EVENTS
Rachel Malarich named ﬁrst‐ever Los Angeles City Forester by Mayor Garce
A HUGE Congratula ons to STS Director Rachel Malarich on her new job as the ﬁrst-ever
Los Angeles City Forester. We’re so excited for you!
“Mayor Garce

created the post of City Forest Oﬃcer within the Board of Public Works to

help implement the urban forestry goals outlined in L.A.’s Green New Deal. These goals
include plan ng 90,000 trees by 2021 and increasing tree canopy by at least 50 percent by
2028 in areas with the least shade, which tend to be the City’s ho est, low-income communi es. As Los Angeles’ City Forest Oﬃcer, Malarich will lead eﬀorts to manage and expand the largest urban forest in the United States. She will be responsible for spearheading
the development of a citywide Urban Forest Management Plan and ensuring all of the
City’s departments and external partners use an integrated approach to achieve a shared
Rachel Malarich and Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti

vision for L.A.’s urban forest. “ **
**cited from USNewsExpress.com

h ps://caufc.org/
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MEETING SCHEDULE 2019/20
Remember to email Lucas.Mitchell@cityofrc.us with your reserva on
PRESIDENT
Emina Darakjy
1044 Prospect Blvd
Pasadena, CA 91103
626/792-0586
PAST PRESIDENT
Ann Hope
OC Plant Health Care
Lake Elsinore, CA
951/233-1484
VICE PRESIDENT
VACANT
SECRETARY
Lucas Mitchell
City of Rancho Cucamonga
8794 Lion Street
RC, CA 91730
909/477-2730
TREASURER
George Olekszak
Tree Pros
15077 La Palma Dr
Chino, CA 91710
909/548-0033
DIRECTORS
Ted Lubeshkoff
JTL Consultants
952 Buena Vista Street
Duarte, CA 91010
626/358-5690
Rachel Malarich
City of Los Angeles
200 S Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
213/473-3231
Adrian Sanchez
City of Los Angeles
1149 S. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-847-3070
MEMBERSHIP
Rachel Malarich
213/473-3231
SCHOLARSHIP
Al Remyn
714/538-3821

MAILING ADDRESS
Street Tree Seminar, Inc.
P.O. Box 6415
Anaheim, CA 92816-6415
www.streettreeseminar.com
714/639-6516

Aug 28

Tree Walk & Talk with Donald Hodel

LA Arboretum
Arcadia, CA

Oct 23

Building Support/Value of Trees/ Protec ng
Trees in Construc on– Hosted by Dudek

Audubon Center @ Debs
Park, Los Angeles, CA

Dec 18

STS Scholarship Awards & Oﬃcer Installa on

Kellogg West @ Cal Poly
Pomona, CA

Feb 13

Winter WTMS

The Hun ngton
San Marino, CA

Interested in hos ng a program in your community? We are interested in hearing from you!
Contact heather@stree reeseminar.com

INDUSTRY EVENTS
September 26, 2019

CaUFC Annual Conference‐
Growing Great Neighborhoods in CA
caufc.org

San Luis Obispo, CA

November 7‐8, 2019

Desert Green XXIII
www.desert‐green.org

Las Vegas, NV

September 20, 2019

Assessing Trees for Value & Safety
Www.wcisa.net

Anaheim, CA

September 26, 2019

CaUFC Annual Conference
Www.caufc.org

San Luis Obispo, CA

October 23, 2019

Landscape Expo Show
Www.landscapeonline.com

Long Beach, CA

October 29, 2019

Tree Management Workshop: Risk Assessment
Www.wcisa.net

Santa Barbara, CA

MISSION
“To provide a forum for
professionals to share their
experience, knowledge and
exper se for the beneﬁt of the
membership and the
enhancement of Southern
California’s Urban Forest”.

VISION
“To enhance the health and
beauty of Southern California’s
Urban Forest”.

Street Tree Seminar is your
Los Angeles / Orange
County Regional
Forest Council

